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Logline: Two best friends on a car trip where everything changes.  

Short synopsis: Bambi drives very pregnant best-friend Al to hospital to have her 
baby. They've decided that she's not going to keep it. Al's mood darkens as reality 
sinks in. 

MERCURY is just the beginning of a longer journey, a bigger adventure. Kyla has a 

great feature idea. It's called THE COCKATOO INN, a Road Trip movie with estranged 

best friends AL and BAMBI. It's set six years later - and it¶s about female friendship, 

responsibilities and thwarted motherhood, facing up to choices made earlier in life and 

growing up (boo... Yeah we all have to do it eventuall\!!). We¶ve made MERCURY to 

help cement the concept, and to uncover the electric dynamic between our two talented 

young leads (Isabella Laughland as Al and Harriet Cains as Bambi). And as a result, 

Izzy and Harriet won joint BEST FEMALE PERFORMANCE at Nice Short Film 

Festival!!  

 
LINKS and CONTACTS 

 

 

 

 

LIFETOLIVEFILMS.COM SHORTS.TV ROOMONEFILMS.COM KYLABRUCE.CO.UK 
Producer and Rights Holder EP and distributer EP Director 

http://www.lifetolivefilms.com/
https://shorts.tv/en/
http://roomonefilms.com/
https://www.kylasimonebruce.com/
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Festivals: (official selection at:)  
 

        World Premiere 
 At Encounters 
 
 

 
 
 

 Winner BEST FEMALE  
 PERFORMANCE 
 

 Winner BEST SCREENPLAY  
 

 At Nice Un Festival C¶est Trop  
 Court 
 
 

 
  
 
 US Premiere 

 At Austin Film Festival 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

  
 2 Short Nights EXETER 
 Winner BEST SHORT 

 
  

 London Film Week 
 Winner BEST SHORT 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Producer¶s Note ​: Mercur\ is a Zell obserYed and insightful portrait of a friendship             

betZeen tZo \oung Zomen in their earl\ 20s. One is pregnant and the\ are on their                

Za\ to the hospital Zhere she Zill giYe birth to the bab\ and then giYe it aZa\. The                  

film is the short journe\ from home to the hospital Zhen it all sinks in, and Ze see the                   

massiYe impact it¶s about to haYe on all their liYes. Al¶s mask of detachment unraYels,               

and eYer-reliable Bambi can¶t magic the problem aZa\«  

 

At a time Zhen Zomen¶s stories are being championed, a neZ ga]e in cinema is               

emerging, bringing to our screens both the eYer\ da\ and the dreams from Zomen¶s              

perspectiYes. ​Mercur\¶s stor\ comes on the ZaYe of the neZ Irish Vote for/against             

abortion, the #MeToo campaigns, and the 50/50 and equal pa\ campaigns. In K\la¶s             

Zork, she champions the misfits, the outsiders, Zith a strong Yoice and distinctiYe             

Yision, making bold directorial choices, Zithout eYer compromising on truth - she            

giYes us bold fresh Zorlds Zorth leaYing the house and computer screens for!! The              

casting of ​Isabella Laughland and ​Harriet Cains has been an enormous success. It             

has indelibl\ and infectiousl\ shaped our tZo characters and brought them to life,             

shaping the deYelopment of the feature. After ​Mercur\ ​, \ou too Zill Zant to knoZ              

Zhat happens ne[t Zith​ Al and Bambi ​. With ​THE COCKATOO INN​ - \ou Zill find out!! 

 

 

 

  

 



 

The Team 
 

 
KYLA _ ​DIRECTOR​   OHNA_ ​PRODUCER  GORANA _ ​WRITER      ​LILY _ ​PRODUCER 
  

             
 
K\la Simone Bruce ​, aZard Zinning Director. She graduated Zith an MA Zith Distinction             
from The London Film School in 2013, Zith her film THE INTERPRETER, Zhich Zas              
aZarded µBest Student Short¶ presented b\ SHOOTING PEOPLE, as Zell as receiYing a             
special mention for 'Best Woman Director' at the London Short Film FestiYal and has been               
long-listed for the BAFTA Short Film AZard in 2015. Her Documentar\ SILVER RAILS             
(folloZing her father, the late Jack Bruce, and collaborators recording his final album in Abbe\               
Road Studios) has been licensed b\ the BBC.  
 
Her feature length international collaboration UNDOCUMENT (a series of character driYen           
dramas e[ploring the comple[ theme of illegal immigration; set in Iran, Greece and England)              
premiered at the East End Film FestiYal, 2016 and Zas long-listed for tZo BIFAs, for Best                
Debut Director and Most Promising NeZcomer, as Zell as being nominated and Zinning             
man\ other international aZards.  
 
Gorana Jovanovic ​, Zho is hard at Zork on the script from her home in Serbia. She is a                  
graduate of the UniYersit\ of Westminster. Her graduation film KING FOR A DAY has been               
nominated for a student aZard b\ the Ro\al TeleYision Societ\. Her short e[perimental film              
SMOKE premiered at 2015 DokuFest. In 2015, she Zon the Best Pitch aZard at the               
European Short Pitch forum in Lu[embourg Zith her short fiction project REQUIEM FOR             
LAIKA, Zhich is currentl\ in pre production.  
 
Ohna Falb\ ​, has an outstanding track record in short films - check out the Life to LiYe Films                  
Zebsite to discoYer more about the talent she collaborates Zith, the films and aZards. She is                
knoZn for discoYering distinctiYe emerging talent, through insightful dedicated deYelopment          
Zork. In 2011 she founded Life to LiYe Films, to produce her Zidel\ diYerse slate of                
independent films and ​Lil\ Ashton​, a multi-talented Manchester graduate - stage manager            
director producer of pla\s and stand-up (Edinburgh Fringe 2016), takes on her first short film               
producing e[perience Zith Mercur\ from deYelopment to production and right through to            
festiYals. 
 
 

 



 

PRODUCTION STILLS  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Mercur\ Director¶s Statement  
  
Mercur\ is an honest and direct portra\al of a 13 minute car journe\ to the hospital Zith                 
best-friends Al and Bambi. Al is pregnant and unhapp\, tr\ing to sZalloZ her true feelings to                
cope Zith the fact that toda\ is the da\ of her planned caesarean section. Bambi is there to                  
driYe her, to support her unconditionall\ and to laugh at her jokes, as a distraction to the pain                  
she knoZs deep doZn, her best friend must be feeling. Al grasps at an\ opportunit\ to                
escape her impending doom; forgetting her oYernight bag, drinking alcohol to dampen the             
heartache, stopping for an impromptu dance... HoZeYer, Bambi is alZa\s there to keep her in               
check. Through the girls¶ banter, Ze begin to understand that Al Zill be giYing the bab\ up for                  
adoption, but that¶s for the best, right? As the\ eYentuall\ approach the hospital, Al¶s inner               
most confused feelings start to leak out; is she doing the right thing? Could she actuall\ be a                  
mother? Actuall\, keep the child? Testing these notions on the person Zho knoZs her best,               
leads onl\ to more pain, as Bambi doesn¶t bu\ it; assuming this is just another one of Al¶s last                   
ditch attempts to aYoiding the consequences of her actions. Realising that eYen her closest              
friend doesn¶t belieYe she Zould make a fit mother, Al must noZ find the courage to face the                  
music. 
  
I am fascinated Zith the moments in life Zhere Ze are trul\ tested, Zhen Ze are pushed into                  
moral dilemmas that haYe no Zrong or right ansZer, \et each outcome Zill result in immense                
consequences. Al has created life and noZ must decide hoZ best to deal Zith the               
repercussions. She feels she can¶t be a mother, it¶s not Zhat¶s best for her and it¶s not Zhat¶s                  
best for the bab\. Adoption is a good solution. But hoZ did she let it get this far? Wh\ didn¶t                    
she haYe an abortion? Could it be that deep doZn she Zants a famil\? When it comes to                  
crunch time, she is torn inside. Keeping the bab\ seems like a fantas\, but that doesn¶t mean                 
she can turn the ineYitable maternal instincts off. I m\self am noZ at the age Zhere I could be                   
thinking about haYing children, so the questions of Zhat it is to be a responsible parent and                 
Zhether it is something I Zant for m\ life, are often at the forefront of m\ mind. Bambi and Al                    
are based on m\ oZn e[perience of an intense friendship and the Zeight of helping someone                
through such a heaY\ time. I belieYe female platonic loYe is important and Yital and               
something often misrepresented in film. The aim Zith m\ films is alZa\s to find the genuine                
truth Zithin a character, a scene or a moment. I deYeloped these characters Zith scriptZriter               
Gorana JoYanoYiü and then more so Zith our actors Isabella Laughland and Harriet Cains,              
Zith the goal of achieYing naturalistic performances. 
  
DraZing from e[perience and Zorking Zith improYisation, Ze created deep characters Zith            
their oZn internal truths. EYer\ aspect of making the film supports this, from the use of natural                 
light, to the honest frames - erring on the side of claustrophobic compositions, to conYe\ Al¶s                
state of mind. This short journe\ consistentl\ takes place in and around the car; preYenting Al                
from escaping her situation, as Zell as encapsulating her rising emotional distress. We             
Zanted to pla\ Zith hoZ much information to giYe the audience and Zhen, alloZing backstor\               
and intention to be e[posed naturall\ in the small details, \et communicating enough to keep               
the YieZer engaged and inYested. This is a simple, honest stor\ Zith leYels of humour to                
balance the deep emotional intensit\. At its heart, Mercur\ is about the importance and              
fragilit\ of loYe; motherhood and female friendship. 
 

 



 

Long S\nopsis (300 words) 
 
Mercur\ is a raZ fast-paced comed\ drama. It opens a ZindoZ into the liYes of Al (21) and                  
Bambi (22), tZo best friends Zho are embroiled in a s\mbiotic friendship. Taking place oYer               
the short journe\ to the hospital Zhere Al¶s scheduled C-section Zill take place, it focuses on                
this small \et piYotal moment in their liYes and that of Al¶s as of \et unborn child.  
 
Set Zithin the confines of the car, the\ cannot escape each other and the particular and                
comple[ relationship betZeen the aZkZard Bambi and the quick-Zitted and irresponsible Al,            
is e[plored. During this 10 minute journe\, Al and Bambi sa\ Yer\ little but reYeal a lot. Al is                   
joke\ and irresponsible. Bambi has a strong sense of dut\. Fatalism and rebellion collide              
during their journe\. We see a ZindoZ into a singular friendship as Al and Bambi struggle not  
to be defined b\ their choices and to establish their identities and trajectories as Zomen of                
the tZent\ first centur\.  
 
The film e[plores serious issues such as pregnanc\, motherhood and Zhat it is to be a                
responsible adult are channelled through humour and comedic situations. Their raZ, crude            
banter, as Zell as the absurd situations the\ get themselYes into, are unapologetic and the               
platonic \et intense and important kind of loYe betZeen best- friends, is studied. HoZ far Zill                
Bambi go to support her friend at this difficult time? Would Al do the same for Bambi? I Zant                   
to pla\ Zith all the fun happening on the outside, and the drama almost completel\               
deYeloping on the inside. 
 
 

 

 



 

Film Credits 
 

 

Writer: Gorana JoYanoYic 
Director: K\la Simone Bruce 
Producers: Ohna Falb\ and Lil\ Ashton  
E[ec Producers: F Carter Pilcher, Mike Samir and Mahdi Yah\a 

Jed Falb\, Bill\, Clark, 
Neil WalZer and Sonia DaYid WalZer 

Director of Photograph\: Simon Si-Shen  
Costume and Production Design: Celestine Heal\ 
Editor:  Re]a Jou]e 
Digital Grader and Colourist: Tom BalkZill 
Sound Design: Martin PaYe\  
Subtitles b\: Clare McAllister  
  
Casting Director: Shak\ra DoZling 
  
Main Cast: Harriet Cains  
 Isabella Laughland 
 Corin SilYa  
 
Supporting Cast: Aidan and Bud Brennan Williams 

O]onna Soludo 
A]i BroZn 
Gloria Price  

Film Crew: 
 
Line Producer: Franooise Gouliardon  
First AD: Prat\usha Gupta 
First Assistant Camera: Samuel Bignell  
Second Assistant Camera: Beau Pritchard 
Ke\ Grip: GioYanni Mattei  
Grip: Helio Ribeiro  
DIT: Peter LeZis Beighton 
Sound Recordist: John Thorpe 
Prop Bu\er: Julia Dias 
Make up Artists: Be[ Palmer and Laureen Walsh  
Illustrator and Tattoo Artist: Esme DaYies  
DIT: Peter LeZis Beighton 
Behind the Scenes and Kickstarter: Ma\a McAllister Demangeat 
 
 
 

 



 

MUSIC: 

  
TRACKS USED: (rights all media, worldwide until Ma\ 2023) 
  
Music Title:                                       NOTHING¶S GONNA STOP US NOW  
Written and Composed b\:             DIANE WARREN / ALBERT HAMMOND 
Performed b\:                                   HARRIET CAINS AND ISABELLA 
LAUGHLAND 
Music Publisher and producer:      UNIVERSAL MUSIC PUBLISHING LTD AND 
SONY BMG LTD  
  
Music Title:                                       MOVE YOUR FEET 
Written and Produced b\:               JESPER MORTENSEN  
Performed b\:                                  JUNIOR SENIOR 
Music Publisher:                              CRUNCHY TUNES PUBLISHING 
  
Music Title:                                       FINALLY 
Written b\:                                        CECE PENNISTON/FELIPE DELGADO  

                           /RODNEY JACKSON/E.L. LINNEAR 
Performed b\:                                   HARRIET CAINS AND ISABELLA  

                           LAUGHLAND 
Music Publisher:                              UNIVERSAL MUSIC PUBLISHING LTD 
  
Music Title:                                       BAMBOO 
Written b\:                                        HINDS 
Performed b\:                                  HINDS 
Music Publisher:                              DOWNTOWN MUSIC PUBLISHING LTD 
  
Music Tittle:                                     END CREDIT SONG 
Written b\:                                        MARRIK SHEARER 
Performed b\:                                  MARRIK SHEARER 
Music Publisher:                              MARRIK MLD MUSIC SHEARER 
  
Contact Details:                                 Ohna Falb\ +44 7768 512 689 
Print Traffic Contact:                         ​ohnafalb\@gmail.com 
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COMPANY INFORMATION 
 
Production Compan\:                   LIFE TO LIVE FILMS 
                                                         61 OAKFIELD ROAD 
                                                         LONDON N4 4LD 
  
E[ec Producers:                            SHORTS TV 
                                                         ROOM ONE 
 
Suppliers 
 
Camera Decode and Central Image 
Motorolas Peter CoZasji 
Transport Tiger Tours 
Insurance Esse[ Insurance 
Post-production House: Dirt\ Looks 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


